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Response simulation ensures we are well prepared

Safe periods for copper applications 

Last Thursday around 60 people from across the kiwifruit
industry came together to test and refresh their biosecurity
response skills.

Hosted by KVH, with support from Biosecurity New Zealand, the
event enhances our industry’s biosecurity response capability.

Read more here.  

With the ongoing wet weather, often humid conditions and with
fast growing fruit to consider, growers are reminded to take care
with the timing of copper applications for Psa control after the
fruit set period. Research has shown that due to the differences
in “skin types” between varieties (i.e., morphology/skin
structure) different varieties have different periods deemed “skin
sensitive periods”. 

Read more here. 

Tech helps growers stay ahead of mother nature 
IKVH’s free online Weather & Disease Portal uses a technology
platform that gives growers the edge when it comes to weather
forecasting and managing pests and diseases.

With the help of MetWatch the tool uses scientific-grade weather
stations and pest and disease models to provide insight for
decision support.
 
Read more here. 
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Late November KVH Chief Executive, Leanne Stewart sat down
with some of the team at Humes for the latest in their series of
kiwifruit industry podcasts.

Leanne joined Aimee, PJ and Darshan to talk about her current
role, experience across the horticulture industry, and KVH's
priorities.

Read more here. 
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Our Christmas hours

Listen to us on the
latest HumeChat
podcast

The KVH office will be closed from midday Friday 23 December
2022 and will reopen at 8.30am on Monday 9 January 2023. If any
urgent issues arise during this period you can get in touch with us
by email.

Read more here.  

Let's keep stink
bugs out of New
Zealand

As we head into summer, we’re asking everyone to stay on the
lookout for Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB). 

The national public awareness campaign for the pest has just
started and includes a video promoted across social media
channels, particularly targeted at online shoppers and those who
have recently returned from overseas travel.

Watch the video here.  

Where's Wally in the
wild kiwifruit vines

We've got an image that's a bit like a game of Where’s Wally …..
can you spot the men cutting tracks? There are two of them – and
they’re both over 6ft tall!

Contractors in the eastern Bay of Plenty, who were out in the
Matahi Valley, recently sent the image in as part of our
collaborative wild kiwifruit and abandoned orchard management
programme. 

Read more here.  

Importance of
monitoring

Not only is reporting unusual symptoms the right thing to do, it’s
also a legal requirement under the National Kiwifruit Pathway
Management Plan to monitor before moving any plant material
and notify KVH if unusual symptoms are observed.

Read more here.  
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It was with great sadness early November that the KVH team
learnt of the passing of Terry Richards.

Terry was a friend, colleague, and an integral member of the KVH
team in its formative years. 

We've sent our deepest sympathies and support to Terry’s family
and friends, and we hope that many of you were able to attend
the celebration of his life that was held at the Orchard Church.
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In memory of Terry
Richards 

Ready to use Onside
for recording plant
movements? 

KVH has been developing new tools to help growers meet
requirements of the new Pathway Management Plan (PMP).

You can now use Onside for recording of plant material
movements digitally using their app. This is designed to make it
simpler and easier to capture the movement of plant material on
and off your orchard, as required by the PMP. Growers can still
keep physical records if preferred but by taking advantage of this
free digital option you can greatly simplify the process of
providing plant movement records as part of a GAP audit.

Read more here.  

Psa variant update KVH has been undertaking monitoring of potentially affected
orchards in surrounding areas, after the detection of a Psa
variant on two properties was confirmed in July. The aim of the
monitoring is to determine presence and prevalence of the
variant, which has now been detected at three additional
properties. 

This is not unexpected and with continued monitoring underway,
will add to our knowledge about any potential significance of this
variant.

Read more here.  

Look-out for trunk
disease indicators 

As crops move through to flowering, growers and managers
regularly monitor vines to inform hive placement, flower picking
and pollen application decisions. 

This period is also a perfect time to monitor for unusual
symptoms and disease indicators.

Read more here.  
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Hi-tech traps on trial for fruit flies 

Spider show 

Coming soon to a screen near you 

New Zealand’s National Fruit Fly Surveillance programme is trialling 60
state-of-the-art traps, with the aim to bolster the detection of exotic fruit
fly. Although we have a world-class biosecurity system, the growth in
global trade and travel increases the opportunity for fruit flies to enter
the country and exotic fruit fly incursions could significantly impact New
Zealand’s kiwifruit and wider horticulture industry, so early detection is
critical.

Read more here. 
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We were in Motueka early in the month filming another biosecurity
champion video with Steve Thomas, Kiwifruit Manager at Thomas Bros
Orchards. We talked about the history of the Thomas Bros; the early days of
Psa and supporting North Island growers; and the important biosecurity
‘best practices’ that are in place today to keep pests and diseases at bay.

Thanks to Steve and all the Thomas Bros staff who helped us out during
filming and gave us so much of their time. We’re working on the video and
will have a finished product for you very soon!

An unusual looking spider was found on-orchard and reported to the KVH
team. Curled up tightly in a ball it was hard to distinguish, but once it
decided to show off, stretch its legs and unravel itself, we were able to
identify it as a Bird-Dropping Spider – thankfully found in Australia and
New Zealand and not a new invader.

Read more here. 
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No fruit flies found 

Stink bugs stopped 

New biosecurity governance guidance 

Since the start of the high-risk season for fruit flies (which runs through
the New Zealand summer and autumn to June 2023) there have been no
interceptions of flies or larvae. 

New Zealand has a comprehensive fruit fly surveillance programme in
place which involves almost 8,000 pheromone traps checked fortnightly. 
 There have been around 31,000 trap inspections already this season.

Read more here. 

NOVEMBER 2022

The significance of biosecurity to the New Zealand economy and the
business community is underscored by its top priority ranking for 12 years
in a row in the KPMG Agribusiness Agenda.

To aid discussion in New Zealand’s boardrooms and at senior leadership
tables, the Biosecurity Business Pledge has launched two new guidance
documents for CEOs and Boards.

Read more here. 

Latest data shows there have been 12 live Brown Marmorated Stink Bugs
(BMSB) detected recently, both border and post-border, in a range of
goods, equipment, and cargo. Highlighting the importance and value of
public reporting, one BMSB was found in the luggage of a passenger
unpacking after flying in from New York; another was found in a travellers
home a week after returning from Italy; and a Wellington homeowner
found one in a package received from Colorado.

Read more here. 
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